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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with appropriate and inappropriate relationships, Jesus discussed faulty religious practices. Then, He begins to discuss personal attitudes or values: where to store things you value (6:19-24), what to value (6:25-34), and evaluation of self and others (7:1-6). Let us examine what He has to say to His People about things we value—both then and now.
I.
THE TWO PLACES TO STORE TREASURES

1.
Jesus warns of the danger of storing our treasures on earth.

(1)
Moth and rust can destroy.

(2)
Thieves can break in and steal.

2.
Jesus advises of the wisdom of storing our treasures in Heaven.

(1)
There is total confidence and security when God guards our treasures.

(2)
There is appropriate understanding of what has value when our heart is centered upon God and we keep our valuables in Heaven.
II.
THE TWO VIEWS OF TREASURES TO BE STORED

1. Jesus reminds us that what we see and desire will affect our heart.
(1)
If our eye focuses on what is appropriate and valuable (light), we can reasonably store those treasures in Heaven.

(2)
If our eye focuses on worldly things (darkness), we will want to store those things here on earth.

2.
Jesus then reminds us that the focus of the eye (our life) will determine whether our life is full of light or darkness.

(1)
Proper understanding of what is truly valuable will fill our lives with light.

(2)
Improper understanding of what is valuable will lead to a life of darkness.
III.
THE TWO TREASURES AND HOW THEY AFFECT US
1. What we treasure, or value, will become our master—i.e., control us.
(1)
What we love will become the primary focus of our life.
(2)
What we love will determine where our storehouse is—earth or Heaven.

2.
Jesus warns us that we cannot have two masters—i.e., God and worldly treasures.

(1)
If we try, we will end up loving one and hating the other.

(2)
If we try, we will end up being devoted to one and despising the other.

CONCLUSION

Jesus is cautioning His Disciples, the Kingdom Citizen, that it is impossible to serve two masters at the same time. It is impossible to have God as your Master and love worldly treasures. It is impossible to love worldly treasures and to serve God at the same time. Either you will love and serve God, or you will love and serve worldly treasures. It is an either/or situation, NOT a both/and. Either Jesus Christ becomes Lord of your life, or He becomes nothing to you as the worldly treasures take control of your life. He will not allow you to have it both ways. Therefore, I ask you this serious question: Where are your treasures today? I am sure everyone would answer, “Heaven.” Thus, I ask some soul-searching questions: What is the most important thing in your life? What is your supreme goal in life? What do you think about the most? What do you need to do or gain to feel successful? What habit or activity takes up most of your time when you are not at work? I hope these questions make you think deeply about Who your master is! Illustration: George Beverly Shea’s mother
“I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands, I’d rather be led by His nail pierced hand.
Than to be a king of a vast domain Or be held in sin’s dread sway,
I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today.” (Rhea Miller, 1922)
